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lieve with a German naturalift, whofe name has efcaped me, that-
the negro colour is owing to an ancient cuftom in Africa of dying
the fkin black. Let a European for years expofe him{elf to the fun
in a hot climate, till he be quite brown, his children will neverthe-
lefs have the fame complexion with thofe in Europe. The Hotten~
tots are continually at work, and have been for ages, to darken their
complexion ; but that operation has no effe&t on their children.
From the action of the fun is it poflible to explain, why a negro,
like a European, is born with a ruddy fkin, which turns jet black
the eighth or ninth day? :
Different tribes are diftinguifhable, not lefs by internal difpofi-
tion than by external figure. Nations are for the moft part fo
blended by war, by commerce, or by other means, that vain
would be the attempt to trace out an original characer in any cul-
tivated nation. But there are {avage tribes, which, fo far as can
be difcovered, continue to-this day pure without mixture, who
act by nflin¢t not art, who have not learned to difguife their paf-
fions: to fuch I confine the inquiry. There is no propenfity in
human nature more general than averfion to ftrangers, as will be
made evident in a following fketch (2). And yet fome nations
muft be excepted, not indeed many in number, who are remark-
ably kind to ftrangers; by which circumftance they appear to be
of a peculiar race. In order to fet the exceptions in a clear light,
a few inftances thall be premifed of the general propenfity. The
nations that may be the moft relied on for an original chara&er,
are iflanders at a diftance from the continent and from each other.
Among fuch, great variety of charater is found. Some iflands
adjacent to New Guinea, are inhabited by negroes, a bold, mif-
chievous, untractable race; always ready to attack ftrangers when
they approach the thore, The people of New Zealand are of a

() Book 2, fketch 1. g
large




