242 . The Historv of . Book XIII.

both gone to the Play, condefcended to favour
sthem with her Company.
When the Bottle and Glafles were on the
. Table, the Gentleman began to relate the Oc-
cafion of the preceding Difturbance.
¢ [ hope, Sir," faid he to Fenes, ¢ you will not,
from this Accident, conclude, that I make a
Cuftom of ftriking my Servants; for 1 aflure
you this is the firft ‘Time I have been guilty of
it in my Remembrance, and I have paffed by
many provoking Faults in this very Fellow,
before he.could provoke me to it; but when
you hear what hath happened this Evening,
you will, T believe, think me excufable. I
happened to come home feveral Hours before
my ufual Time, when I found four Gentlemen
of the Cloth at. Whifk by my Fire ;—and my
Hnle, Sir,—my beft Hylr, which coft me a
Guinea, - lying open on the Table, with a
Quantity of Porter fpilt on one of the moft
material Leaves of the whole Book. This,
you will zllow, was provoking; but I faid no-
thing till the reft of the honeft Company were
¢ gone, and then gave the Fellow a gentle Re-
¢ buke, who, inftead of exprefling any Concern,
4 made me a pert Anfwer, *¢ T hat Servants mufl
<¢ have their Diverfions as well as other People ;
<¢that he was forry for the Acc} lent which had
#¢" happened to the Book ; but that feveral of his
¢ Acquaintance had bought the fame for a Shil-
‘¢ ling; and that I might ftop as much in his
s« Wages if [ pleafed:” I now gave him a fe-
¢ verer Reprimand than before, when the Rafcal
¢ had the Infolence to——In fhort, he imputed
¢ my early coming home to—In fhort, he caft
¢ a RefleCtion—He mentioned the Name of a

¢ young
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