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Blaft ; by every Smile or Frown of Fortune. He
received, therefore, Mr. 77eflern’s Propofal with-
out any vifible Emotion, or without any' Altera-
tionof Countenance. He faid, the Alliance was
fuch as he fincerely withed , then launched forth
into a very juft Encomium on the young Lady’s
Merit ; acknowledged the Offex to be advan-
tageous in Point of Fortune ; and after thanking
M. Weftern for the good Opinion he had pro-
fefs’d of his Nephew, concluded, that if the
young People liked each other, he fhould be very
defirous to complete the Affair.

I7eftern was a little difappointed at Mr. A/l
swerthy’s Anfwer ; which was not fo warmashe ex-
peGed. He treated the Doubt whether the young
People might like one another with great Con-
tempt 3 faying, ¢ That Parents were the beft
¢ Judges of proper Matches for their Children 3
¢ that, for his Part, he fhould infift on the moft
¢ refigned Obedience from his Daughter ; and if
¢ any young Fellow could refufe fuch a Bedfel-
¢ low, he was his humble Servant, and. hoped
§ there was no Harm done.”

Allworthy endeavoured to foften this Refent-
ment by many Elogiums on Ssphia 5 declaring,
he had no Doubt but that Mr. B/ifi/ would very,
gladly receive the Offer 5 but all was ineffeétual,
he could obtain no other Anfwer from the Squire
but—*¢ I fay no more—I humbly hope there’s na
¢ Harm done—that’s all.” Which Words he re-
peated at leaft a hundred Times before they
parted.

Allwerthy was too well acquainted with his
Neighbour to be offended at this Behaviour ; and
tho’ he was {o averfe to the Rigour which fome
Parents exercife on their Children in the Article
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