14 The History of  Book VI.

¢ keep your Leagues, like the French, till your
¢ Intereft calls upon you to break them.’

CHH-ATP:: A,
Containing two Defiances ta the Criticss

HE Squire having fettled Matters with his
Sifter, as we have feen in the laft Chapter,
was fo greatly impatient to communicate the
Propofal to Alfworthy, that Mrs. Weftern had the
utmoft Difficulty to prevent him from vifiting
that Gentleman in his Sicknefs, for this Purpofe.
Mr. Allworthy had been engaged to dine with.
Mr. Wefiern at the Time when he was taken ill.
He was, therefore, no fooner difcharged out of
the Cuftody of Phyfic, but he thought (as was
ufual with him on all Occafions, both the higheft
and the loweft) of fulfilling his Engagement.

In the Interval between the Time of the Dia-
logue in the laft Chapter, and this Day of public
Entertainment, Sophia had, from certain obfcure
Hints thrown out by her Aunt, collected fome
Apprehenfion that the fagacious Lady fufpected
her Paffion for Fones. She now refolved to take
this Opportunity of wiping out all fuch Sufpicion,
and for that Purpofe to put an entire Conftraint
on her Behaviour.

Firft, the endeavoured to conceal a throbbing
melancholy Heart with the utmoft Sprightlinefs in
her Countenance, and the higheft Gaiety in her
Manner. Secondly, fhe addrefled her whole
Difcourfe to Mr. B/ifil, and took not the leaft
Notice of poor Fones the whole Day.

The Squire was fo delighted with this Con-
du&t of his Daughter, that he fcarce eat any

Dinner,



