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be for angels ; buc is far too refined, even for fages and philofo=
phers. _

- Proceeding to deviations from the genuine worthip required by
our Maker, and grofs deviations there have been, 1 begin with
that fort of worfhip which is influenced by fear, and which for
that reafon is univerfal among favages. The American favages
believe, that there are inferior deities without end, moft of them
prone to mifchief: they negleét the fupreme Deity becaufe he is
good ; and direct their worfhip to foothe the malevolent inferior
deities from doing harm. The inhabitants of the Molucea iflands,
who believe the exiftence of malevolent invifible beings fubordi=
nate to the fupreme benevolent Being, confine their worthip to
the former, in order to avert their wrath ; and one branch of their
worthip is, to {et meat before them, hoping that when the bellx
full, there will be lefs inclination to mifchief. The worfhip of the
inhabitants of Java is much the fame. The negroes of Benin wor-
thip the devil, as Dapper exprefles it, and facrifice to him both
men and beafts. They acknowledge indeed a fupreme Being, who
created the univerfe, and governs it by his Providence: but they
regard him not; ‘ for,” fay they, it is needlefs, if not imper-
* tinent, to invoke a being, who, good and gracious, 1is inca—

‘“ pable of injuring or molefting us.’

The aufterities and penances that are pradifed in almoft all re-
ligions, fpring from the {fame root. One way to pleafe invifible
malignant powers, is to make ourfelves as miferable as poflible.
Hence the horrid penances of the Faquirs in Hindoftan, who out-
do in mortification whatever is reported of the ancient Chriftian
anchorites.  Some of thefe Faquirs continue for life in ene po-
fture : fome never lie down : fome have always their arms raifed
above their head : and fome mangle their bodies with knives and
{courges. 'The town of Jagrenate in Hindoftan is frequented by
pilgriras, fome of them from the diftance of 300 leagues, which

they




