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ingaccuftomed to-a plurality of vifible objects, men, mountains,
trees, cattle, and {fuch like, they are naturally led to imagine the
{ame plurality in things not vifible; cand from that {light bias,
flight indeed but natural, is partly derived the fyftem of Poly-
theifm, univerfal among favages. The other is, 'that favages
know little of the connection between caufes and effecs, and ftill
lefs 'of the order and govérnment of this world : every event that
is not familiar, appears to them fingular and extraordinary; and
if fuch event exceed human power, it is without hefitation afcri-
bed to a fuperior being. But as it occurs not to a favage, nor to
any perfon who 1s not a philofopher, that the many various events
exceeding human power and feemingly unconneéted, may all pro-
ceed from the fame caufe; they are readily afcribed to different
beings. Pliny afcribes Polytheifin to:another caufe, viz.the con-
fcioufnefs men have of their imbecility : “ Our powers are con-
¢ fined within narrow bounds: we do mnot readily conceive
¢ powers in the Deity much more extenfive; and we {fupply by
 number what is wanting in power.” Polytheifm, thus found-
ed, is the firlt ftage in the progrefs of theology; for it is em-
braced by the rudeft favages, who have neither capacity nor in-
clination to pierce deeper into the nature of things.

The next ftage is diftinguifhable from others, by a belief that

all f{uperior beings are malevolent. Man, by nature weak and
helplefs, is prone to fear, dreading every new obje and every
unufual event. Savages, having no protection againft ftorms,
tempelts, or other external accidents, and having no pleafures but
in. gratifying hunger, thirft, and animal love, have much to
fear, and little to hope. In that difconfolate condition, they at-
tribute the bulk of their diftrefies to invifible beings, who in their
opinion muft be malevolent, This feems to have been the opi-
nion of the Greeks in the days of Solon; as appéars in a conver-
fation between him and Creefus King of Lydia, mentioned by

Herodotus




