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mentioned above (@), it appears at leaft probable, that entire {ub-

miflion to the moral {fenfe, would be ill-fuited to muan in his pre-

{ent ftate; and would prove more hurtful than beneficial. Andtome

it appears evident, that to be confcious of the prefence of the Great

God, as T am of a friend whom I hold by the hand, would beincon-

fiftent with the part that Providence has deftined me to aét in

this life. “Refle@ only on the reftraint one is under, in prefence

of a fuperior, fippofe the King himfelf: how much greater
our reftraint with the fame lively impreflion of God’s awful pre-
fence ! Humility and veneration would leave no room for other
paflions : man would be ‘no longer man; and the {yftem of our
prefent ftate would be totally fubverted. Take another inftance :

Such a conviétion of future rewards and punifhments as to o-
yercome every inordinate defire, would reduce us to the condition
of a traveller in a paltry inn, having no with but for day-light to
profecute his journey. For that very reafon, it appears agreeable
to the plan of Providence, that we fheuld have but an obfcure
glimpfe of futurity. As the {fame plan of Providence is vifible in
all, I conclude with affurance, that a certain degree of obfcurity,
weighs nothing againft the {fenfe of Deity, more than againft the
moral fenfe, or againft a future ftate of rewards and punifhments.
Whether all men might not have been made angels, and whether
more happinefs might not have refulted from a different fyftem,
lie far beyond the reach of human knowledge. From what is
known of the conduct of Providence, we have reafon to prefume,
that our prefent ftate is the refult of wifdom and benevolence. So
much we know with certainty, that the fenfe we have of Deity
and of moral duty, correfpond accurately to the nature of man as
an imperfe being; and that thefe fenfes, were they abfolutely
perfect, would unhinge his nature, and coavert him into a very

different being.

(a) Book 2, fketch 1.
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