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SLEE VEA OUR;
of fuperior merit and fortune, in your addrefles to
my Silvia?

i

)

SIR JOHN.

I own the obligation, and, but that I am re-
folv’d never to marry-—

WELFORD.,

Not marry, fir! why ’tis a debt due to your an-
ceftors — you are the medium ’twixt them and pof-
terity, whichin you muft fail unlefs prevented by a
prudent and timely choice; and an ample eftate,
obtain’d by their induftry, be poffefs’d by ftrangers
to their blood.

SIR JOHN.

As to my anceftors, they have had their time,
as I now have mine ; they liv’d to pleafe them-
felves, and fo will I. As to pofterity, I fhall not
trouble myfelf about what I know nothing of, and
which may, or may not be, notwithftanding all the
care we can take about it.

WELFORD.

Since I find, what I hop’d had been only the
warmth of youth, to be principles with you, you
are juftly accountable for their confequences.

SIR JOHN.

Notwithftanding your prefent circumftances, I
fook upon you as a gentleman. In your youth, as
a {foldier of fortune, you had opportunities of
knowing the world beyond moft men ; which join’d
to your good fenfe and juft obfervation, qualifies
you to give advice the beft of any manl know.
And I appeal to your own experience, whether
marriage be not a ftate of life, attended with innu-
merable cares, difappointments, and inquietudes?

WELFORD.



