xliv THE LIFE OF
certain that ARDEN, though much applaude,
was acted but one night.

The ftory of Arden’s murder is not an
improper fubjet for the ftage, and many
fcenes of this play are happily written, in which
the paflions of love and jealoufy, revenge and
luft, of rage and remorfe, are fully and faith.
fully delineated,

But, perhaps, in adhering too ftrictly to ow
old chronicles, the writer has deprived himfelf
of advantages which he might have obtained by
a flight deviation from them.—The poet fays,

Ficta, wvoluptatis caufa,” funt proxima veris.

I think we may go yet farther, and venture tg
affirm, that a probable frory, well contiived,
and artfully conduéted, will give more plea:
fure in dramatic poetry, than a too clofe re-
prefentation of real fa&,

Such actions as will not bear to be feen,
may yet be. related to advantage.  Detefted
characters, the perpetrators of low villainy,
murderers and aflaffins, fhould be {paringly in-
troduced upon the ftage: The diabolical mi-
nifters of vengeance fhould be juft feen and
difmiffed ; though they may be fpoken of with
progriety. An audience will not long endure
their company.

It is greatly to be lamented that fome friend
of the author had not applied to Mr. Garrick
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