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poetical fkill on the marriage of his Royal
Highnefs to the Princefs of Saxe-Gotha,

We learn from Mr. Gray’s dedication of Er.-
MERICK, that the Prince of Wales interefted
himfelf in the fuccefs of this tragedy by honour-
ing it with his prefence, and it is but reafonable
to believe that the play was aGted at Drury-Lane
Theatre through the influence of the fame royal
patron.

"The fuccefs was much greater than was ex-
pected from a tragedy written on fo fimple a
plan, and with fo antiquated, though fo ex-
cellent a moral, as the neceflity of univerfal
and impartial juftice.—It had novelty at leaft
to recommend it: it was bold as well as
hazardous in the poet, to introduce. a fcene
where the man intrufted by his prince with
the government of a kingdom, makes ufe of
his delegated power againit the confort of his
royal mafter, and puts her to death for an in-
jury committed againft his own wife,

‘There could not have been a more proper
attor chofen for the part of Elmerick than
Quin : unacquainted as he was with pafiion,
and incapable to exprefs it, he always gave
weight and dignity to fentiment, by his look,
voice, and aétion,

When Elmerick, in the following invoca-
tion to Heaven, offers up the queen to juftice,
the audience felt with awe the force of Quin’s
elocution,
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