1o THE FIRST PART OF

Suf. As doth a ruler with unlawful oaths;
Or one, that, at a triumph having vow’d
To try his ftrength, forfaketh yet the lifts
By reafon of his adverfary’s odds,
A poor earl’s daughter is unequal odds :
And therefore may be broke without offence.
Glow. Why, what, I pray, is Marg’rer more than that?
Her father is no better than an earl,
Although in glorious titles he excel.
Suf. Yes, my good lord, her father is a king,
The king of NVaples and Ferufalem ;
And of fuch great autherity in Frauce,
That his alliance will confirm our peace,
And keep the Frenchmen in allegiance.
Glow. And fo the earl of Armagnac may do,
Becaufe he is near kinfman unto Charles.
Exe. Befide, his wealth doth warrant lib’ral dow’r,
While Reignier {ooner will receive than give.
Suf. A dow’r, my lords! difgrace not fo your king,
That he fhould be fo abje&, bafe, and poor,
"T'o choofe for wealth, and not for perfe& love.
Henry is able to enrich his queen,
And not to {eek a queen to make him rich.
So worthlefs peafants bargain for their wives,
As market-men for oxen, fheep, or horfe.
But marriage is a matter of more worth,
Than to be dealt in by attorneyfhip :
Not whom we will, but whom his grace affedts,
Muft be companion of his nuptial bed.
And therefore, lords, fince he affe@s her moft,
It motft of all thefe reafons bindeth us,
In our opinions fhe fhould be preferr’d :
For what is wedlock forced, but a hell,,
An age of difcord and continual ftrife ?
Whereas the contrary bringeth forth blifs,
And is a pattern of celeftial peace.
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