THE MOOR OF VENICE. 459
Rod. What fhould I do? I confefs, it is my thame to be fo

fond ; but it is not in my virtue to amend it.

Iago. Virtue? a fig! ’tis in ourfelves that we are thus or thus.
Our bodies are our gardens, to the which our wills are gardeners:
fo that if we will plant nettles, or {fow lettuce ; fet hyflop, and
weed up thyme; fupply it with one gender of herbs, or diftract
it with many; either have it fteril with idlenefs, or manured with
induftry ; why, the power and corrigible authority of this lies
in our will. If the balance of our lives had not one {cale of reafon
to poife another of fenfuality, the blood and bafenefs of our natures
would condu@ us to moft prepofterous conclufions. But we
have reafon, to cool our raging motions, our carnal ftings, our
unbitted lufts; whereof I take this that you call love, to be a
{lip or {cyon.

Rod. It cannot be.

Iago. It is merely a luft of the blood, and a permiffion of the
will. Come, be a man: drown thyfelf ? drown cats and blind
puppies. 1 have profefs’d me thy friend, and I confefs me knit to
thy deferving with cables of perdurable toughnefs : I could never
better {tead thee than now. Puat money in thy purfe; follow thou
thefe wars ; *defeat thy favour with an ufurped beard ; I fay, put
money in thy purfe. It cannot be, that Defdemona thould long
continue her love to the Moor, — put money in thy purfe; —nor
he his to her. It was a violent commencement in her, and thou
{halt {fece an anfwerable {equeftration ; — but put money in thy
purfe. — Thefe Moors are changeable in their wills; — fill thy

urfe with money. The food that to him now is as lufcious as
locufts,® thall thortly be as bitter as coloquintida. She muft change
for youth; when {he is fated with his body, fhe will find the
crrouts of her choicey ~—therefore put money in thy purfe. If thou
wilt needs damn thyfelf, do it-a more delicate way than drowning,

* That is, difgrace thy featuves and make thy fair conntenance grim with a falfe beard. [74 defeat
Sfignifies,-among other things, to alter; to undo s as the word defaire from whence it comes : Defeafance has

the fame fignification. Canons.]
b T, Ludolfus fpeaking of the licuft Jaith; fuavis valde nee non falabris eft cibus, Hifl. Zthiop.
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