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40 TROILUS AND CRESSIDA.

Than wife is to the hufband ? if this law

Of nature be corrupted through affetion,
And that great minds, of partial indulgence
To their benummed wills, refift the {fame;
There is a law in each well-order’d nation,
To curb thofe raging appetites that are

Moft difobedient and refractory.

If Helen then be wife to Sparza’s king,

(As, itis known, fhe is) thefe moral laws
Of nature, and of nations {peak aloud

To have her back return’d. Thus to perfift
In doing wrong, €xtenuates not wrong,

But makes it much more heavy. fHecZor’s opinion
Is this, in way of truth: yet, ne’erthelefs,
My {prightly brethren, I propend to you

In refolution to keep Heler {till ;

For ’tis a caufe that hath no mean dependance
Upon our joint and feveral dignities.

Troi. Why, there you touch’d the life of our defigns:
Were it not glory that we more affe@ed, -
Than the performance of our heaving {pleens,
I would not with a drop of Z7gjan blood
Spent more in her defence. = But, worthy Heéfor,
She is a theme of honour and renown,
A fpur to valiant and magnanimous deeds,
Whofe prefent courage may beat down our foes,
And fame, in time to come, canonize us.
For, I prefume, brave HeZor would not lofe
So rich advantage of a promis’d glory,
As {miles upon the forehead of this action,
For the wide world’s revenue.

Heé?. 1 am yours,
You valiant oftspring of great Priamus. —
I have a roifting challenge fent amongft
The dull and fa&ious nobles of the Greeks,

Will firike amazement to their drowly {pirits.
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