KING HENRY V. T
Will. But, if the caufe be not good, the king himfelf hath a

heavy reckoning to make; when all thofe legs, and arms, and
heads, chop’d off in a battle, fhall join together at the latter day,
and cry all 77 dy’'d at fuch a place; fome, {wearing; {fome,
crying for a furgeon ; {fome, upon their wives left poor behind
them; fome, upon the debts they owe; f{ome, upon their
children rawly left. I am afear’d, there are few die well that
die in battle ; for how can they charitably difpofe of any thing,
when blood is their argument? now, if thefe men do not die
well, it will be a black matter for the king that led them to it,
whom to difobey were againft all proportion of {ubjection.

K. Henry. So, if a fon that is fent by his father about
merchandize, do fall into {fome lewd action and mifcarry, the
imputation of his wickednefs, by your rule, fhould be impofed
upon his father that fent him ; or if a fervant, under his mafter’s
command, tranfporting a fum of money, be affail’d by robbers,
and die in many irreconeil’d iniquities, you may call the bufinefs
of the mafter the author of the fervant’s damnation : but this is
not fo: the king is not bound to anfwer the particular endings
of his {oldiers, the father of his fon, nor the mafter of his fervant;
for they purpofe not their death, when they purpofe their {ervices.
Befides, there is no king, be his caufe never fo fpotlefs, if it come
to the arbitrement of {words, can try it out with all unfpotted
foldiers : fome, peradventure, have on them the guilt of
premeditated and contrived murder ; fome, of beguiling virgins
with the broken feals of perjury; fome, making the wars their
bulwark, that have before gored the gentle bofom of peace with
pillage and robbery. - Now, if thefe men have defeated the law,
and outrun 'native punifhment, though they can outftrip men,
they have no wings to fly from god. War is his beadle, war is
his vengeance ; fo that here men are punifh’d for former breach
of the king’s laws in the king’s quarrel now: where they feared
the death, they have born life away ; and where they would be
fafe, they perith. Then if they die unprovided, no miore is the
king guilty of their damnation, than he was before guilty of
thofe impieties for which they are now vifited. Every fubject’s

duty




