352 MEASURE FOR MEASURE.

When it is born in high authority ;
When vice makes mercy, mercy’s fo extended,
That for the fault’s love, is th’ offender friended.
Now, fir, what news? ;
Prov. I told you: lord Angelo, belike, thinking me remifs
in mine office, awakens me with this unwonted putting on,
methinks, ftrangely, for he hath not us’'d it before.
Dutke. Pray you, let’s hear.

Provolt reads the letter.

W hatfoever you may hear to the contrary, let Claudio be executed
by four of the clock, and; in the afternoon, Barnardine : Sfor my
better [atisfaction, let me have Claudio’s head fent me by five.
Let this be duly performed, with a thought that more depends on
it than we muf} yet deliver. Thus fail not to do your office, as
Jou will anfwer it at yowr peril. <

What fay you te this, fir?

Duke. What is that Barnardine, who is to be executed in the
afternoon? -

Prov. A Bobemian born, but here nurs’d up and bred ; one
that is a prifoner nine years old.

Duke. How came it, that the abfent duke had not either
deliver’d him to his liberty, or executed him? I have heard, it
was ever his manner to do fo,

Prov. His friends ftill wrought reprieves for him; and, indeed,
his fact, ’till now in the government of lord Augelo, came not to
an undoubtful proof.

Duke, Is it now apparent?

Prov. Moft manifeft, and not deny’d by himfelf.

Duke. Hath he born himf{elf penitently in prifon? how f{eems
he to be touch’d ?

Prov. A man that apprehends death. no more dreadfully, but
as a drunken fleep; carelefs, recklefs, and fearlefs of. what’s
pals’d, prefent, or to come; infenfible of mortality, and mortally
defperate.

Dute.




