MEASURE FOR MEASURE: 349

and let him abide here with you ; if not, ufe him for the prefent,
and difmifs him. He cannot plead his eftimation with you; he

hath been a bawd.
Abhor. A bawd, fir; fie upon him, he will difcredit our

myftery.
Prov. Go to, fir; you weigh equally ; a feather will turn the
{cale. : [ Exiz.

Clown. Pray, fir, by your good favour, (for, furely, fir, a good
favour you have, but that you have a hanging look) do you call,
fir, your occupation a myitery ?

Abbor. Ay, fir, a myftery.

Clown. Painting, fir, I have heard fay, isa myftery ; and your
whores, fir, being members of my occupation, ufing painting, do
prove my occupation a myftery : but what mydtery there {hould

be in hanging, if I thould be hang’d, I cannot imagine.
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Sir, it is a myftery.

Abhor. Proof.

Clown. Every true man’s apparel fits your thief: if it be too
little for your thief, your true man thinks it big enough. If it
be too big for your thief, your thief thinks it little enough: {o
every true man’s apparel fits your thief.

Re=enter Provoft.

Prov. Are you agreed ?
Clown. Sir, 1 will ferve him: for I do find, your hangman
is a more penitent trade than your bawd ; he doth oftner afk

forgivenefs.
Prov. You, firrah, provide your block and your axe to-morrow,

four o’ clock.
Abkor. Come on, bawd ; I will inftrué thee in my trade; follow.

Clown. I do defire. to learn, fir; and, I hope, if you have

3 The text here is plainly maimed and deficients the words by which Abhorfon fhould prove the
hangman's trade a myftery are bjt.. But from what follows the argument may be conjeclured to have been
this, that every man’s apparel fitted the hangman : to which we may fuppofe the Clown reply’ds that for
the fame reafn the fame thing might be faid of the thief’s trade. — Xes, fir, It is°a myftery. &c.
and. this conneéts the reft that follows.
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