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alive to make focieties fecure; but fecurity enough to make
fellowfhips accurs’d. Much upon this riddle runs the wifdom of
the world : this news is old enough, yet it is every day’s news,
I pray you, fir, of what difpofition was the duke ?

Efcal. One that above all other ftrifes
Contented {pecially to know himfelf.

Duke. What pleafure was he given to?

Efcal. Rather rejoicing to fee another merry, than merry at
any thing which profefs’d to make him rejoice : a gentleman of
all temperance. But leave him to his events, with a prayer they
may prove profperous; and let me defire to know how you find .
Claudio prepar’d ? I am made to underftand, that you have lent
him vifitation.

Duke. He profefles to have received no finifter meafure from
his judge, but moft willingly humbles himf{elf to the determination
of juftice: yet had he fram’d to himfelf, by the inftru&ion of his
frailty, many deceiving promifes of life, which I, by my good
leifure, have difcredited to him, and now is he refolv’d to die.

Efeal. You have pay’d the heavens your fun&ion, and the
prifoner the very debt of your calling. I have labour’d for the
poor gentleman, to the extremeft thore of my modefty, but my
brother-juftice have I found fo fevere, that he hath forc’d me to
tell him, he is indeed juftice.

Duke. If his own life anfwer the ftraitnefs of his proceeding,
it {hall become him well ; wherein if he chance to fail, he hath

fentenc’d himfelf.

Efcal. 1Tam going to vifit the prifoner : fare you well. [Exiz‘.
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Dutke. Peace be with you !
He who the fword of heav’n will bear,
Should be as holy as fevere :
Pattern in himfelf to know,
Grace to ftand, and virtue 00
More nor lefs to others paying,
Than by felf-offences weighing.
Shame




