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one miftrels Page, gives intelligence of Ford’s approach, and by

her invention, and Ford’s wife’s dire&ion, they convey’d me into
a buck-bafket.

Ford. A buck-bafket ?

Fal. Yea, a buck-bafket ; ramm’d me in with foul fhirts and
fmocks, focks, foul ftockings, and greafy napkins; that, mafter
Brook, there was the rankeft compound of villanous {mells that
ever offended noftril.

Ford. And how long lay you there ?

Fal. Nay, you fhall hear, mafter Brook, what I have {uffer’d,
to bring this woman to evil for your good. Being thus cramm’d
in the bafket, a couple of Ford’s knaves, his hinds, were call’d
forth by their miftrefs to carry me in the name of foul cloths to
Datchet-lane; they took meon theirthoulders,met the jealousknave
their mafter in the door, whoafk’d them once or twice what the
had in their batket; I quak’d for fear, left the lunatick knave would
have fearch’d it; but fate, ordaining he fhould be a cuckold, held
his hand. Well, on went he for a fearch, and away went I-for
foul cloths; but mark the fequel, mafter Brook; I fuffer’d the
pangs of three egregious deaths : firft, an intolerable fright, to be
detected by a jealous rotten bell-weather ; next, to be compafs’d
like a good bilbo, in the circumference of a peck, hilt to point,
heel to head; and then, to be ftop’d in, like a ftrong diftillation,
with ftinking cloths that fretted in their own greafe: think of
that, a man of my kidney; think of that, that am as {fubje& to
heat as butter ; a man of continual diffolution and thaw ; it was
a miracle to fcape {uffocation. And in the height of this bath,
when I was more than half ftew’d in greafe like a Duzch difh, to

~ be thrown into the Zhasmes, and cool’d glowing hot in that furge,

like a horfe-fhoe; think of that; hifling hot; think of that,
mafter Brook. .

Ford. In good fadnefs, fir, I am forry that for my fake you
fuffer’d all this. My fuit is then defperate 5 you’ll undertake her
no more ?

Fal. Mafter Brovk, I will be thrown into Ezna as I have been
into Zhamesy ere I will leave her thus. Her hufband is this
"“Vor. I. 5, morning




