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Even then will ruth to knowledge. Go, frefh horfes;
And gracious be the iffuc! [ Exeunt,

SSC BN B Il
A court of juftice.

Leontes, Lords, and Officers, appear properly Jeated.

Leo. HIS feflion, to our great grief, we pronounce,
Even puthes ’gainft our heart: the party try’d,

The daughter of a king, our wife, and one

Of us too much belov’d : let us be clear’d

Of being tyrannous, fince we {o openly

Proceed in juftice, which fhall have due courfe,

Even to the guilt, or the purgation.

Produce the prifoner.

Off. It is his highnefs’ pleafure, that the queen

Appear in perfon here in court. Silencel!

Hermione 7s brought in guarded ; Paulina and Ladies.

Leo. Read the indi@ment. »

Off. Hermione, gueen to the worthy Leontes, king of Sicilia,
thou art here accufed and arraigned of bigh treafon, in committing
adultery with Polixenes king of Bithynia, and confpiring with
Camillo 70 take away the life of our Jovereign lord the king, thy
royal bufband; the pretence whereof being by circumflances partly
lay’d open, thou, Hermione, contrary to the faith and allegiance
of a true [Jubjeét, didft counfel and aid them, for their better [afety,
20 fly away by night.

Her. Since what I am to fay, muft be but that
Which contradi&s my accufation, and
The teftimony on my part no other
But what comes from myfelf, it fhall {fcarce boot me
To fay, not guilty: mine integrity

Being counted falthood, fhall, as I exprefs i,
Be



